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I wish to lay emphasis upon some objections that have been brought — 


against the practice of tithing. In advance, however, I would make two 
statements concerning these objections: The first is that every objection 
brought against tithing in this day is an objection that would bear with 
equal force against tithing in any day. If it is a valid objection today, 
it would have been an equally valid objection for the same reason under 
the old dispensation. If these objections prove that it is wrong to 
require tithes now, they prove that God ought never to have ordained 
such a law. The second remark is that nearly all the objections to 
tithing (though not all) would be objections of equal force against the 
\ law of the Sabbath. 


Or 


An Unanswerable Argument 


1, The first objection to tithing is that it is so difficult to find out 
¢ with accuracy what one’s income is. I reply that, if there were no other 
advantage in the practice of tithing than the fact that it compels a 
man to find out what his income is, that of itself would commend it as a 
good practice. As stewards of God, have we a right not to know what 
our income is? We are beginning to recognize very generally that we 
are stewards of God in all that we possess. We own nothing in our 
own right as toward God. As toward our fellowmen, we have our 


required in stewards that a man be found faithful.’ Have we any right 
asi stewards of God to pass on from year to year without knowing how 
auch of God’s substance has been committed to our trust? What would 


you and, on the day of settlement, he had said, “I have no 
h this business has made this yeare” It is our duty to keep 


if th € were no other advantage in tithing, it would have 


Property rights, but not toward God. The Bible tells us that “It is’ 


» if you had a business and employed a man to conduct the 


only because we are stewards, but also for many other > 
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But is it impossible for us to ascertain what our income is? I have 
known people of a great variety of occupations to practice tithing; 
lawyers, physicians, ministers, public officials, merchants, bankers, 
farmers, teachers, clerks in stores, seamstresses, almost every sort of 
calling in life. The occupation of farming presents the greatest diffi- 
culties in reckoning one’s income with accuracy. But successful farmers 
have told me that the questionnaires sent out by the Government for 
reckoning the income tax will enable even the farmer to arrive at a 
correct estimate of his income. It is, at least sufficiently accurate to 
satisfy an exacting Government, and, no doubt, sufficiently accurate for 
tithing for religious uses. 


But the unanswerable argument to the objection now under con- 
sideration (that it is impossible to estimate the tithe accurately) has 
been given somewhat humorously in this way: If the case were reversed 
and God were to tell you that, if you would give a reasonably accurate 
statement of your income, He would add one-tenth to it, instead of taking 
one-tenth from it, you would have little difficulty in forming a satisfactory 
estimate of your income. 


If the Tithe Is Unjust Now It Was Always Unjust 


2. Another objection urged against the tithe is that it is unjust to 
the poor, because it requires the poor man to give the same proportion of 
his income that the rich man is required to give. In reply, I submit 
that it is no more unjust today than it was under the Old Testament 
Dispensation. There were poor people before the coming of Christ. The 
laws of Moses provided for them and they are mentioned in the Psalms 
and the prophets. Our Saviour spoke of the widow whose whole living 
was two mites. We are told of one whose only treasure was an alabaster 
box of ointment. Christ spoke of men whose earnings were only a 
penny a day, and He said, “The poor ye have always with you.” So 
that there were poor people under the Mosaic Dispensation, and yet they 
were required to pay one-tenth. So if the tithe is unjust now, it was_ 
unjust at any time, and, if this objection proves anything, it proves that 
God ought never to have instituted a tithe law. “\ 
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Again if the tithe law is unjust because it requires the same per- 
centage of income from rich and poor alike, the same argument would 
prove that the Sabbath law is unjust, because it requires the rich and 
poor alike to give the same proportion of their time, one-seventh, 


But you need not be uneasy about the poor nor so solicitous to 
protect them. They are not complaining of the tithe. I have known 
many a poor person to pay tithes and I have never known one of them 
to complain of hardness or injustice in it. 
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For a number of years after I began preaching on the tithe, I 
received hardly any response except from the poor. Later on in my 
ministry, wealthy people began to adopt the practice, but even then 
the majority of the tithers were among poor people or people of moderate 
incomes. There are at least a hundred and fifty tithers in my church 
now, and not a fourth of them are men. 


Income Ten Dollars a Year 


Let me give you an illustration: There was a venerable woman in my 
church about eighty years of age, quite deaf, almost blind, and confined . 4 
to a rolling chair on account of a broken limb. She was a very deep + 


Christian but very reserved. On one occasion when I was sitting by 
the side of her chair, talking to her, she asked me with a smile if I 
would excuse her for a moment. She wheeled herself to a corner of 
the room where she fumbled a while amongst books and papers and 
came back presently with a beaming face and held out some money 
in her hand toward me. She said, “I do not have much money, but I 
want to give a tenth for the Lord. Will you please take this and use 
its for the Lord’s work in the way you think best?” It was a dollar bill 
she handed me. I knew little of her financial circumstances, though I 
knew that she could not command much money. Some months after- 
wards, it became necessary for her to be removed from the home in 
which she lived with relatives, because the home had to be broken up. 
I was consulted as to what arrangements should be made for this vener-~ 
able friend. When I asked: the question, what her income was, the 
answer came in surprise, that she had no income whatever, that a friend 
had been giving her ten dollars every year for a number of years. This 
she imagined had come from property which she had once owned. The 
ten dollars a year was the whole amount of money she possessed. It is 
true that she did not need very much money, for she had a shelter and 
food and fuel and needed but little clothing. But ten dollars a year is a 
very small amount for any respectable person in this country to have. 
If I had known the circumstances possibly I would have declined to take 
the dollar from her and yet I know full well it would almost have 
broken her heart, if I had done so. No, they are not the poor who 
complain of tithing. 


Influence of Tithing on Our Use of the Remaining Nine Tenths 


3. Another objection urged against tithing is that it inculcates £ - 
wrong principle; that if you tell a man that one-tenth of his income 
is God’s and nine-tenths belong to him, he will not feel under any 
obligation to use all of his property for God. I submit again that if 
this is a valid objection to the tithe today. it was an equally v 
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objection when Moses promulgated the law. It would prove that the 
tithe was not suitable in any age. Again, if this is a valid objection 
against tithing, it is an equally valid objection against the Sabbath day, 
because it would teach a man that, if he gave one day in seven to the 
Lord, there would be no restriction at all upon the way in which he 
would spend the other six days of the week. This reminds one of a 
conversation between a minister and a member of his church. The 
minister had preached upon the perseverance of the saints, and one of 
his members, approaching him at the close of the service, remarked, 
“Tf I believed what you preached and felt sure that I could never fall 
from a state of grace, I would sin all I chose to.” The minister replied, 
“How much would a Christian choose to sin?” I may ask in a similar 
way, “If a man devotes one-tenth of his income to the Lord and one- 
seventh of his time to the Lord, in what way would he probably wish 
to spend the nine-tenths of his income and the six-sevenths of his time?” 
As a matter of fact, the one-tenth and one-seventh are given as a token 
of God’s ownership of it all, and the man who in this way recognizes 
God’s ownership will spend all his time and all his money with a sense 
of obligation to use both for the glory of God. 


Is It Wrong to Teach That Tithing Pays? 


4. Another objection urged against tithing is that the advocates 
of the tithe appeal to mercenary motives by representing that if we give 
the tithe, we will receive material blessings as a reward. We should be 
very careful not to set standards for ourselves higher than those set 
in the Word of God, and not to assume to be more righteous than 
the Scriptures. Beyond all question, the Bible appeals to this very 
motive; for instance, this text: “There is that scattereth and yet 
increaseth; and’ there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but tendeth 
to poverty;” or this: “Honor the Lord with thy substance and with the 
first fruits of all thine increase; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty,” 
or this: “Seek first the Kingdom of God . . . and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” Or take that classic quotation from the 
third chapter of Malachi. The Jews had been greatly afflicted by 
drought and pestilence, by the locust and the caterpillar. They cried 
out in their distress and sought to know the reason for their affliction. 
God’s answer to them through Malachi was, “Ye have robbed Me.” 
but they said, “Wherein have we robbed Thee?” He replied, “In Rikon 
and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse; for ye have robbed Me, even 
this whole nation.”’ Then He gives them this challenge: “Bring ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house 
and prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not Open 
the windows of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 
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be room enough to receive it.” God here challenges His’ people, He 
dares them. He says to them, “Prove Me, put Me to the test. Come 
back to your duty in paying tithes and see if I will not drive war and 
pestilence, the locust and the caterpillar from all your coasts, see if I will 
not open the windows of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” Once more, our Saviour said, 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.” 
In this passage, there is the unmistakable promise of material blessing 
to those who honor the Lord with their substance. The truth is, how- 
ever, that the material and spiritual blessings are so interwoven with each 
other that it is difficult to separate them and unnecessary to do so. 


Now let me give 
A Few Illustrations ' 


of the material and spiritual blessings that I have known to follow. the 
practice of tithing. 


I have in my church a tithe league. We have more than one hundred 
and fifty members in that league. One day after church, a gentlemar. 
called me aside and said, “I wish you would put my wife’s name and 
mine on your tithe roll.’ When I thanked him for it, he said with some 
hesitation, “We don’t see how we are going to be able to give one-tenth, 
but we have come to the conclusion it is our duty to do so, and we 
are going to try it.” He. did not wear a very happy expression of 
countenance, for evidently he was uncertain as to what the result would 
be. A few months afterwards, I saw him approaching me on the street 
and, at a distance of more than one hundred yards, I could see his 
face was wreathed with smiles. As he drew nearer, he began to laugh 
aloud and was almost in convulsions of merriment. He said, “It is per- 
fectly ridiculous, the way that money has been coming in to me since 
I began tithing.” ‘God loveth a hilarious giver,” so some translate it. 
This gentleman was a “hilarious giver.” His face became more serious 
then, and he said with deep earnestness, “My wife and I believe that God 
is rebuking us in this way for our distrust.” + 


On another day, I met a professional gentleman, who crossed the 
street from his home to tell me of his experience with the tithe. He 


made this statement to me: “I began to tithe several months ago. I did 


not see at the time how it was possible with my income and with all. 


the financial obligations that rested upon me, to give any more to 
the church than I was giving, but I saw that it was my duty and deter- 


mined to try it. The result is that, while my income is the same and — 
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> Him and the blessing had followed. Was it a mere coincidence or was 


my obligations just the same, I meet those obligations just as easily 
as I did before, and now I am giving to the. church)thirty times as) saieg 


as I have before.” 


Tithing and the Fifth Commandment 


I will give one more illustration: A young lady came in to see me, 
who was not a member of my church. Her Christian life had recently 
been greatly revived. She was very happy after her new experience and 
came to consult me about tithing. She said that she had resolved to pay 
one-tenth of her income to the Lord, but her mother was old and 
unable to support herself, entirely dependent for her support upon what 
her children could give her from their earnings. The question that 
troubled her was whether she could take out of her tithe what she gave 
for her mother’s support. I told her that I was unable to settle that 
question for her, that it would have to be settled between her and God, 
but that I could give her some facts upon both sides of her question and 
leave it for her to decide.” On the one hand, the Israelites gave their tithe 
exclusively for religious uses; on the other hand, when Christ was upon 
earth, He told the Pharisees that Moses had commanded them to honor 
their father and their mother, but they claimed that, if a man’s father 
or mother asked him for anything that they needed and he did not 
wish to give it, he might say, “The thing you asked me for is devoted 
to God; it is Corban and, therefore, I cannot give it to you.” In that 
case, they held that the man was released from his obligations to his 
parents and so they made void the Fifth Commandment. I said to 
my young friend, “You take this question to God in prayer and ask 
Him whether you may give to your mother out of your tithe. He will 
not leave you without His guidance, and, if He shows you that it is your 
duty to give the whole tithe to religion and to contribute to your mother 
out of your nine-tenths, He will make it possible in some way for you 
to do it.’ She sat in silence for a few moments, absorbed in thought, 
then her face lighted up with a bright expression and she said, “I am 
going to try it; I will give the whole tenth to God. That is what I want 
to do. I want to trust Him in that way.” I was out of town for several 


weeks after that visit. On my return, I learned she had had a substantial 
increase in her salary. 


Was there any connection between these two things? When God 
tells us, “If you do thus and so, then I will do thus and so,” and we 
do as He commands and then the thing happens which He promised, 
have we any right to say that God did not do it in fulfilment of His 
promise, that the coincidence was accidental? God had promised to 
bless those who honor Him with their substance. She had honored 
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It an unmistakable expression of God’s approval? But that which most 
deeply impressed me was the expression of spiritual exaltation in that 
young lady’s face when she said, “I want to trust God that way.” 


Again we see here the mingling of the material and the spiritual reward 
for tithing. 


5. There is one more objectiux, that I must confess I cannot 
answer. It is the position of the man who has heard all these facts, 
and the Scriptures and the arguments, and meets all by saying, “But I 
don’t look at it in that way,” without giving a fact, a Scripture, or an 
argument in support of his position. I cannot answer that argument. 


‘Staunton, Va. 


BENEFITS OF TITHING 


The supreme benefit of tithing is not the money it brings to the church. It is the 
joy, the contentment, the individual personal happiness it brings into the daily life of the 
tither. To these the money standard does not apply. They can be neither weighed, 
measured nor counted, yet these and not the money are what God cares for. His glory is 
enhanced by the happiness of His children. To think tnat He cares for the money 
involved is absurd. : é 

True, our tithes are needed and do infinite good in the extension of His Kingdom, 
but His Kingdom, His Church, is made up of individuals. God especially cares for 
individual people, just such people as you and I. 

All of God’s laws, including His law of the tithe, are intended to promote the highest 
good and greatest happiness of those who obey them, God’s laws are God’s will. When 
we pray “Thy will be done,” we are praying for obedience to His always good, kind, wise, 
loving laws, and joy, peace, contentment, happiness and prosperity are the perfectly 
natural and to be expected results of obedience. : 


HOW TO SUCCEED 


There is only one always successful and permanent method of winning tithers: one 
word describes it. 


Education 


But to be permanently successful it is absolutely necessary that the education be per- 
sistent and unceasing; not from the pulpit alone or even chiefly, but by the continuous 
circulation and reading of tithing literature. Reasons for and results of tithing, experi- 
ences of tithers, the tithe as a Les giving vs. paying, partnership with God, all these 
and scores of other reasons for tithing, as set forth and explained in tithing literature, 
are at work while the pastor is asleep or engaged in other duties. : 

Tithing literature occupies the same relation to education in tithing that textbooks do 
in the education of children and young people. What would you think of a school or 
college where the teachers and professors depend upon occasional lectures and talks to 
their pupils rather than textbooks and the study their use involves? 


Price of this pamphlet, No. 26, “Reasons for Not Tithing,” postpaid, 
$1.00 per hundred. Always give denomination. 


For 40 cents we will send to any address, 37 pamphlets, about 375 pages, same size 
and type as this page, by more than 30 authors. The package includes a Tithing Account 
Book and 2 playlets. It contains everything we publish except No. 6, “Adventures in Tithing.” 


THE LAYMAN COMPANY 
35 N. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, III. 
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Prices of Tithing Literature 


PRICE PER 100 
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No. 13—Does a Tenth Belong to God?—H. Clay Trumbull, The Tithe—Where Did 
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Henderson and Not Forgetting Malachi 3:10—William H. Phelps......... 1.00 
No. 14—Mine and Thine—Howard Agnew Johnston, and An Editor vs. a Statistician— 
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No. 17—God’s Twin Laws—John G. Alber. 20 pages.......-..sseseseeceeceerees 3.00 
No. 18—Who Owns the World? and “On the Square” with God—John G. Alber. 
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